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What do You Use For Static Array Management in ObjectScript: List vs
Global vs Local vs PPG

Hi Developers!

Often we need to use relatively small arrays with constants, static arrays in algorithms, etc where we need to do
something with each element of an array. There are several ways to deal with it in ObjectSctipt.

Previously | used to use globals, locals, PPG for this but not so long time ago figured out that %List is a way
too handy.

Indeed, suppose we have an array of months and need to set up and use it in our code.

Globals way:

Set up
O assMet hod Mont hd obal Set up( ad)

{

for i="January", "February","March","April","My", "June", "July", "August", " Sept ember", "
Cct ober ™, "Novenber", " Decenber” {

s @d@sl (@d)) =i
}
}

Usage:

O assMet hod Mont hd obal Usage()
{
set ad=$na(~Month) k @d

d .. Mnt hd obal Set up(ad)

/1 get the particular value by index

W"Mnth N5 is ", @d@ 5)
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/1 work with all entries of the global |evel
set nonthl d=$Order(@d@""))

while monthld' ="" {

w monthld,” nmonth is ", @d@ nont hld),!

set nont hl d=$Or der (@d@ nont hl d))

}
}

List way. Setup:

O assMet hod Get MonthList() As %.i st

{

Return $Li stfronstring("January, February, March, Apri |, May, June, Jul y, August, Sept enber, O
ct ober, Novenber, Decenber ")

}

Usage:

G assMet hod Mont hLi st Usage()

{

set nont hLi st =.. Get Mont hLi st ()

/1 get the particular val ue by index

w "Month N5 is ", $Li stget(nonthlist,5)

/1 work with all entries of the |ist
set iter=0,id=0

whi | e $Li st next (mont hLi st,iter, month) {
w $seq(id)," nonth is ", nonth,!

}

}

Lists usage looks more readable and doesn't set into any Persistent global in Namespace which is needed to be
documented.

Page 2 of 3



What do You Use For Static Array Management in ObjectScript: List vs Global vs Local vs PPG
Published on InterSystems Developer Community (https://community.intersystems.com)

And 'While' iteration through all the values is much clearer with lists.
My preference now for static arrays is List.
What's yours?

#Beginner #Code Snippet #Globals #ObjectScript #InterSystems IRIS

Source
URL:https://community.intersystems.com/post/what-do-you-use-static-array-management-objectscript-list-vs-global-
vs-local-vs-ppg

Page 3 of 3


https://community.intersystems.com/tags/beginner
https://community.intersystems.com/tags/code-snippet
https://community.intersystems.com/tags/globals
https://community.intersystems.com/tags/objectscript
https://community.intersystems.com/tags/intersystems-iris
https://community.intersystems.com/post/what-do-you-use-static-array-management-objectscript-list-vs-global-vs-local-vs-ppg
https://community.intersystems.com/post/what-do-you-use-static-array-management-objectscript-list-vs-global-vs-local-vs-ppg

